
Principal Update
With the ever changing COVID landscape from county and state health adjustments and
variants that are ever changing, we understand how exhausting and frustrating things can be.
Jess, Donna and I are all available if you have questions on any of our new changes with
COVID and school.  Please let us know what you need from us.

Chromebooks and Hotspots
With the developing omicron surge that we are seeing in Jefferson County, I want to remind all
families that we have additional chromebooks and hotspots for those families who need support
with internet access or a device to complete classwork on.  If your family is needing a hotspot or
chromebook to check out, please contact Shannon Gerwell in the BHMS library and complete
the device checkout form in order to receive a loaner device.

Wednesday Experiential and Extension Learning Opportunities
We have reflected on our students’ progress and the stressors they are sharing with us about
school and life.  In order to meet all of their learning needs, we are making adjustments in order
to support our students in meeting the challenges of pandemic life as well as supporting them in
taking ownership of their learning.  Beginning in February and then each week moving forward,
our teachers have planned experiential and extension learning opportunities for all of our
students to participate in during the school day each Wednesday.  Within the next week or so,
students will choose from a list of opportunities to participate in on Wednesday mornings for 7
weeks at a time.  Classes may be something such as:  walking watercolor with Mr. Oliveira, Icy
Planet exploration with Mr. Waibel, guitar lessons with Mrs. Nagy, exploring Fort Worden and
learning its history and science with Ms. Mitchell, or writing and producing radio plays with Mr.
Ode.  All students should turn in a walking permission slip found in Skyward by Jan. 26th, in
order to participate in the various activities that teachers have planned. If you have any
questions about the learning opportunities we are making available for all children, please
contact Victoria Kalscheuer vklascheuer@ptschools.org.

Diversity lessons starting in February
Blue Heron Middle School has planned six 30-minute lessons around respecting differences that
we plan to roll out beginning in February. Students have drawn our attention to exclusionary
comments that have happened this year, as well as in the past, that have made us realize that
as a school we need to foster more empathy and understanding around differences. Here at
Blue Heron we see diversity as something to be celebrated. We do not want to all be the same!
We want to constantly be engaging with each other with kindness, respect, and a sense of
interested curiosity around the things we have in common and our unique qualities as well. I'm
sure all parents would agree that every student deserves a school where they feel like they can
thrive, where they feel safe, where they feel like they belong. This is what we will try and
cultivate this spring, as we work our way through lessons on diversity and equity.  If you are
interested in seeing the lessons we have developed to date, please contact Victoria Kalscheuer
at vkalscheuer@ptschools.org.



School Safety: ALICE
This past week our teachers participated in a review of ALICE protocols to practice in the event
of a school emergency regarding intruders and school shootings.  On January 27th, we will
review with students through a discussion of lockdown and evacuation with a presentation of
various scenarios.  Our goal is not to create fear, but to provide reminders of the importance of
how to respond during a violent intruder event. We never use scare tactics during scenario drill
training.  We want this experience to be a positive one for our students.  While it can make
some feel a bit anxious, it is important for students to understand how to make these choices
when faced with an emergency situation.  Further, I encourage you to talk with your child at
home about their understanding of the ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate)
principles, and what strategies they can share with you, about our safety protocols.  More
information regarding ALICE can be found on our school website.

Student Assistant Professional:
All 7th grade students completed my 6 week session of Prevention Education in December. This
6 week curriculum covers topics ranging from brain development, how substance use affects
teens brains, relationships, and healthy coping strategies to use during this tumultuous time of
adolescence. All classes were fantastic and I really enjoyed our time together!
Our Blue Heron Coalition Club is promoting a campaign this month called “Jump into January
2022, how will it look healthy and substance free for you?” We will be challenging students to
identify their chosen activities that encourage this message. At the end of the month, the Club
will host fun relays during lunches. Please encourage your child to join in the fun!

Important Dates
Jan 4- Feb. 3 -- STAR Testing Window (Math and ELA)
Jan. 28th – End of semester 1
Feb. 18th – No school (snow day make up)
Feb. 21st -- NO SCHOOL - Presidents Day
Feb. 25th – 3rd quarter mid-term
Mar. 2nd-4th – Parent/guardian and Teacher Conferences (more information to follow)
Apr. 1st – End of 3rd quarter
Apr. 4th - 8th – NO SCHOOL - Spring Break
April (dates TBD) – SBAC testing
Apr 11 - May 10th -- STAR Spring Window (Math and ELA)
May 13th – 4th quarter mid-term
May 27th – No school (snow day make up)

This holiday break was the first I have been able to spend here in almost 4 decades. It was
delightful to be here as a family and experience our first snow in Washington.  Kaitlin was able
to be with us and we hunkered down enjoying the snowed-in experience.  Coming from
Wisconsin, we were thankful for what we have and for being in our home safe.  As we begin to
transition to spring, I look forward to even more first experiences as we continue our beautiful



new beginning here in Port Townsend.  I grow more thankful each and every day that I am able
to be here working with each family and your children.

Take care,
Tori

Athletics and Activities
The girls’ basketball program has been in full swing since January 3 with 19 players currently on
the roster. The girls’ first game was January 18 vs Sequim and the last game is scheduled for
February 16. All but one school in our league is hosting home fans only at games.

Wrestling at BH will begin February 7. Physical must be completed and final forms needs to be
updated.  New students participating in a sport for the year will have the ASB fee as well.
Contact Mr. Navin if your student would like to join the wrestling program.


